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METHODOLOGY

Public Opinion Strategies recently
completed a statewide survey of N=500
likely voters in Wisconsin, including
100 cell phone calls. The survey was
conducted June 15-16, 2011 and has a
margin of error of +4.38%.
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' One year after going into effect, Wisconsin residents express

@ their satisfaction with the state’s smoke-free law. Three-
guarters (75%) of respondents favor it with wide support
crossing every major sub-group.

2 Overwhelmingly, respondents believe the current smoke-free
@ |aw is working well and should be kept in place.

3 Wisconsin residents report the smoke-free law has made

@ Jgoing out to restaurants and bars a “more enjoyable
experience” (67%). Nine-in-ten (91%) residents say the
smoking ban has made them either “more likely” to go out to
restaurants and bars (45%) or it has not impacted their
decision on going out (46%). By comparison, just 9% who
indicate the law has made them “less likely” to go out.
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Wisconsinites overwhelmingly approve of the
state’s smoke-free law.

As you may know, in July 2010, a law went into effect prohibiting smoking in most indoor public
places, including workplaces, public buildings, offices, restaurants and bars. Would you say that
you favor or oppose this law?

+52

/5%

62%
Strongly

14%
Strongly

Oppose

Total
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N
Wide support cuts across every major sub-group in the poll.

By Gender and By Party

78% 80% 24%

71% 66%

Favor Oppose

Men Women GOP IND DEM
(48%) (52%) (27%) (37%) (32%)

87% 80%

Favor Oppose Favor Oppose Favor Oppose Favor Oppose

71% 68%

Favor Oppose Favor Oppose Favor Oppose Favor Oppose

Milwaukee Madison Green Bay/Appleton Other
(42%) (18%) (19%) (22%)
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-
The law is popular with non-smokers and more than a
guarter of smokers approve of the law.

By Smoking Habits

+77 +48 43

88%

720 70%

Favor Oppose Favor Oppose Favor Oppose
Non-Smoker Former Smoker Smoker
(56%) (29%) (13%)
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Nearly eight in ten residents says the current
law should stay intact.

Which of the following statements about the smoking restrictions that went into effect in
July 2010 comes closest to your point of view:

%Total

The smoking restrictions have worked well Strongly —47% RYRA

718%

The smoking restrictions have not been perfect, 0 0
but have worked well enough to keep in place 22% 27%

The smoking restrictions were never a good
idea and should not have been adopted in the N 13%
first place

The smoking restrictions seemed like a good
idea, but have created more problems than
they solved, and should be changed

GP N 8%
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.
That’s not surprising. Secondhand smoke Is seen as a

serious health problem and voters say It Is Important to
have smoke-free bars and restaurants.

How important is it to you to have a smoke-free
environment inside workplaces, including
restaurants and bars?

85%

Important

Not Important

Total

In general, do you feel that exposure to secondhand
tobacco smoke is a... Serious health hazard,
moderate health hazard, minor health hazard, not a
health hazard at all?

35%

56%
SIS

Health Hazard Not Health Hazard
Total
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-
Weakening the state’s SmokeFree law could have

political repercussions.

Now, if a state legislator voted to weaken the state’s current Smoke-Free law, would that make you
MORE LIKELY or LESS LIKELY to vote for that legislator for re-election?

23%

o.oor...

58%

% Less Likely By Party & Smoking Habits

0
65% 64% 0%

549%
40%
Less Less Less Less Less
Likely Likely Likely Likely Likely
GOP IND DEM Non-Smoker Former Smoker
(27%) (37%) (32%) (56%) (29%)
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-
The SmokeFree law has made dining out more enjoyable
and more than four-in-ten are more likely to go out.

As a result of restaurants and bars becoming
smoke-free, would you say that you are more likely
to go out to restaurants and bars, less likely to go
out, or has it made no difference?

98%
91%

Less
_ Likely . Less
No Diff/ 9% No Diff/ lee|y
More More 0
Likely Likely HEEAL
Total Non-Smoker

(56%)

Since smoking has been prohibited in restaurants
and bars would you say that going out has become a
more enjoyable experience, a less enjoyable
experience, or has it made no difference to you?

84%

67%

Less
Enjoy

1%

Non-Smoker
(56%)

Total
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By a wide margin, voters say It iIs more important to
protect the rights of customers and workers to breathe
clean air. Even a plurality of smokers agree.

Please indicate which one of the following you think is more important:
780/ The rights of customers and employees to breathe clean air
0 In restaurants, bars and other indoor public places

I 2 % The rights of smokers to smoke inside restaurants, bars

and other indoor public places

By Smoking Habits

87%

/7%

42% 40%

Customer/ 6% Customer/ Customer/

Employ Employee | Smokers Employee | Smokers
Non-Smoker Former Smoker Smoker
(56%) (29%) (13%)
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.
There 1S near consensus on the benefits

of the smoke-free law.

Now I’m going to read a series of statements. After I read each one, please tell me
whether you personally agree or disagree with that statement.

% Strongly Agree %Total Agree

-

86%

4%
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Restaurants and bars are healthier for
customers and employees now that they
are smoke-free.

It has been really nice to go out and enjoy
restaurants and bars without smelling like
cigarette smoke when you get home.

All workers should be protected from
exposure to secondhand smoke in the
workplace.



For more information about this presentation or about
Public Opinion Strategies, please feel free to give us a call.

PATRICK LANNE patrick@pos.org
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STRATEGIES

8 Thistle Rd Wilton, New York 12831
(518) 581-7319 Cell (703) 785-7627



